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Kupiog Apépog / Main Road . Apxai6TnTES / Ancient site
Kepapé AeuTepelwv dpodpog / Secondary Road " KdoTpo / Castle
Kerame
Xwpatédpopol / Unsurfaced Road Dapdyy! / Canyon
‘Opia Afpou / Municipality Limits >mAaio / Cave
MNepimatnTikd /| OpeiBatiké / Hiking end Alpine Tgupa / Bridge
(Mepikidg anuadepévo) / (Partially marked) Kopuor (o€ pétpa) / Peak (in meters)
Medomropikég Aladpopég / Hiking Trails Xwpog Avayuxrig / Resting Area
looUyrig (50 p.) / Contour lines (50m) s Ofa/ View
Motdpia & xeipappol / River & Torrent Avappixnon / Rock climbing
EkkAnoia / Church \ Miota AlwpoTrTepiopou / Hang gliding Area
/A ZmnAaiwdng ExkAnaia / Cave Church i Mapamipnon TouAiwy / Birds Observation
; MovaoTrpi / Monastery Mepioxni FutragToy / Gypaetus Area

GS] MaAaioxpioTiaviki Baoihikr / Old Christian Basilica Mepioxri Aypidyatou / Wildcat Area

Water in the life of Amari

0 ONUAVTIKOTEPO USPOAOYIKO XAPAKTNPIOTIKO TNG OPEIVIG TIEPLOXHG TOU he most important hydrological feature of the mountainous area of
ARuou Apapiou gival 0TI Ta TETPWHATA TOU OPEIVOU OYKOU TOCO TOU municipality of Amari is that the rocks of both Psiloritis and Kedros, are
Wnhopeitn 600 kat tou Kévtpoug, eival tepdoTieg SeEaPEVEC CUYKEVTPWONG huge reservoirs of concentration and groundwater storage, which through
Kai amoBrikeuong umdyelwv vddtwy, Ta omoia péoa amd SaildaAwdn umdyela labyrinthine underground karst cavities lead to regional sources or underground
KAPOTIKA £YKOINO KATAAI)YOUV OTIC TIEPIPEPELAKEG TINYEG I OTIC UTIOYEIEC AEKAVEC, basins.
210 0UVOAO TNG N TTEPLOXN Tou ARpou Apapiou S100£Tel TTOAEG UIKPEG Kal UEYONEG The entire area of the municipality Amari has many small and large natural sources
(PUOIKEG TINYEG Ol OTIOIEG XPNOLLOTIOIOVVTAL Yia TNV UOPEUCH TWV OIKIOHWY, Yld which are used for the water supply of the settlements, for fodder (troughs) and for
KTNVOTPO®IKA Xpron (motiopa Twv {wwv), aAd Kal yla YEwPYIKR xprion (Kupiwg yia agricultural use (mainly to irrigate small vegetable gardens).

TNV Apdeuon HIKPWVY AaXaVOKNTIWY).

To épyo «XRuavon kai MAnpogoptaké YAiké Afjuov Auapiov» tival svtaypévo otov Afova lMpotepatdtntag 7 “Asipdpoc Avantuén Kalt
Mowdtnta Zwng otnv Nepipépeta KpAtng” pe K.0.M. 61 «OAokAnpwpéva IxéSia yla Tnv AoTIKA Kal AypoTikr Avayévvnon» oTo TAQICIO TOU ot E:"A

npoypdupatog «OAokAnpwpéva 2xéSia Avantuénc Meploxwv Yraibpou (OXAMY) Afpou Apapiou» Tou E.MN. KpAtngkait Nowv Atyaiov 2007-2013. 2007-2013
To épyo ouyxpnuatodoteital amd 1o Eupwmnaiko Tapeio Mepipepetakng Avantuéng (ETMA). ES] - Jovivno o ovinuis

Eupwnaikh Evwon
Eupwnaiké Tapeio
Nepipepeiakns Avantugns

Me tn cuxpnpatrodotnon tng EAAadag kat tng Evpwmnaikng Evwong
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To m\oUolo USpoypaikd olotnua Tou Anuou Apapiou GCUPHETEXOUV Ol

MoAUdpIBUOL XEIUPaPOL, KUPIWG TWV NUIOPEIVWY KAl OPEIVWV TIEPLOXWV Ol OTo{oL

ouppdMouy ota medivd Twv U0 KUplwv KOINAdwv Tou Arjuou Auapiou Kat
Snuioupyouv Ta peydia motdpia tou MAATy oTa KEVTPIKA Kat VOTIa Kal Twv MoTtapwy ota
Bépeta. H ouvexrig katoiknon otnv eupuTEPN TEPIOXT TNG KOINASAE Tou Apapiou aANd kat
NG MEPLOXNG Twv lMotapwy, and v apxaldTnTa oTNPIXTNKE KUPIWG oTnv Umapén autwv
TWV TNYWV. To oTolxElo TOU VEPOU CUVEXICEL Kal OrUEPa va EXel TPWTAPXKIKO pdAo oTn
Cwn TN meploxne. Ta vepd téoo Tou MAaTy motapol 6oo Kat TG Koilddag twv Motapwv
Slaxpovikd xpnoipeuav yla Tnv apdeucn Twv TOPATOTAUIWY TTEPIOXWV KABIOTWVTAG TIG
TIEPLOXEC AUTEG TOU Apapiou e€AIPETIKA EDPOPES KA TTAPAYWYIKEG.
Tic teleutaieq SeKOeTiEC T VEPA TWV XEIMAPPWV KAl TWV TIOTAMWY TNG TEPLOXAG
OUYKeVTpWVOVTal Ot PeYANeC opBpodedapevég (Bulapiov) kat @pdypata (Motauwv). H
peyaAUTEPN TTOGOTNTA TOU VEPOU XPNolUoToLETal 0TNV Apdeuon TG ENAG eV AOYW Twv
ONUAVTIKWVY KOWWVIKWY OANAYWVY TTOU CUVTEAEOTNKAV OTO Apdpl aAAd Kal 0TnV KPNTIKNA
UMaBpPo v Yével, ENayIoTooIONKe N KANIEPYELD TWV KWV Yla OIKIOKK KATAVAAWGN TTOU
Ta TOAQLOTEPA XPOVIO AVATTTUO0OVTAV OTIC TAPOXOIEG TTIEPIOXEG.

[MoTaw [MTAaTVg TOTAWOC

O MAatug Motapog Bswpeital éva amd ta onUAVTIKOTEPA
motapa ™G Kpntng kat amotelel éva amd Tta mMAéov
evOl0PEPOVTA  OIKOOUOTAUATA TNG TEPIOXNG Tou Aruou
Koupntwv. O MAatg MoTapog OUYKEVTPWVEL Ta VEPA TwV
Xelpappwv tou Notiodutikol Wnhopeitn Kal agol Slavuoel
pla peydAn améotaon, péoa amd Tic KOINAdeC Tou Apapiou
Kal Tou AowpaBlavol Kaumou, TeAika ekPdalel oto AiBuko
MéNayog, Kal ouykekpipéva otnv Ayia Fahrvn. XTiG eKBoAEG
Tou MAat Motapol TPOCGEAKUOVTAL APKETA UETAVOOTEUTIKA
TIOUAIG, 6nw¢ epwdioi K.a.. Katd prikog Tou motapiol umdpyel
évtovn mopamotduia BAAOTNON e OUOTASGEG TAATAVOU,
MAG TMKPOSAPVNG, HUTPIAG, KAAAUIWY, KaBWwG Kal TUTTIKNAG
UECOYELOKAG MAKKIAE (OXiva K.0L.), EVW OPKETA (6N TNG KPNTIKAG
navidag mapatnpolvtal ot 0x0eg Tou, Omwg Kpntikodg
Batpayog, Sevdpofdtpayog, vepoxedwva, vepd@ido k.a. O
MAatug Motapodg amotéAeoe Tov MAoUTo (0XeGOV kab' OAn
SlApKELa TOU £TOUG Péel vepd) Ommou TTOAAOTEPA ForONnoe Toug
OIKIOMOUG TNG TTEPLOXIG VA OKUACOUY, EVW CHUEPA T VERA TOU
Tpo@odotolv Tn Aipvode€apevr) otov oIKIopd Buldpt omou
XPNOIUEVEL yla TIG APSEVTIKEG AVAYKES TNG TIEPLOKNG.

Doaywa TOTAUOV

Me v olokAjpwon Tou  Opdyuatog [lMotapwy,
SnuoupynBnkav ot MPOUMOBETEIC yla KO TTIO UEYAAN
TIPOCEAKUON Kal Tapouaia opviBomavidag oTnv mepLoxr Tou
Afqpou Apapiov.

To Opdypa Bpioketal og pia umépoyn tomobeaia, péoa og pia
Katampdotvn KoIAAda Kal KATAOKEUAGTNKE yia va KAADYEL TIG
avénuéveg avdaykeg vepou yla Tnv dpdeucn TG eupuTEPNG
TIEPLOXNG TNG TOANG Tou PeBUvVou. To @pdyua mou xTioTnKe
Ta TelevTaia xpdvia os Béon BOpEIA TOU OIKIOUOU Kal TOU
Dapayylov tng MNatoou eixe oav amotéeopa 10 SpAOTIKO
METAOKNMOTIONO TOU TOTHOU aPOoU N HIKPH KAEIOTH Kohada
Twv Motapwv @oevel Twpa pia Aigvn n omoia Asitoupyei
nén amd TWPA WG TEXVNTOG UYPOTOTIOG Kal TAPOUCtdlel
evllapépov ylati Slapop@wvel Wa véa TePloxn €AENG
6paoTNEIOTATWY avauyng Kat Touplopov. AT BloAoyIKNg
mAeupdg Oeixvel N6n va @oéevel onuavtikd mAnBuopd
Slaxelpaléviwy  TOUMWY TIOU  MANIOTO  UE  ONUAVTIKA
mapoucia ameloVpevwy 8wy omw¢ n Baitémama. O
TAUIEUTAPAG TOU TTEPIEXEL ONUAVTIKH TTOCOTNTA VEPOU.

ApwvodegEauevi Bvlapiov

H Mpvode€apevy otnv meplogr) tou olkiopoL Bulapiov,
amoTelei éva onuavtikd olkohoyiko Bwko yia tnv diatrpnon,
Kat BLYKPATNon TG opviBomavidag otnv mepLoxr. TNV TTEPLOXT
mou Ppioketal ofpepa n Apvodefapevr), mpoPAémetal n
Kataokeu ®pdypatog tou MAatv Motapou kat SnutouvpyolvTat
ol TPOUMOBECEIC Yo akOua To MEYAAN TIPOCEAKUON Kal
mapoucia opviBoravidag otnv meploxr). Me TNV Kataokeun
Tou Opdyuarog Tou MAaty Motapou Ta vepd Tou omoiou Ba
gumloutiCouv 10 Opdypa tng Gavepwuévng otnv mediada
¢ Meooapdc, Ba ouykpotnBei £vag onUAVTIKAC OIKOAOYIKOG
Bwkog otnV mepLoxN.
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IMopadocroxd yepuvoLa

To mukvo udpoloyikd SikTuo Kat To TAOUGIO avayAu@o TnG TEPIOXHG TOU
AQuou Apapiov cuvEBOAE OTNV AVAYKN KOTOOKEUNG MEYAAOU aplBuov
TAPASOCIOKWY TIETPIVWV YEQUPLWV YIa TNV EEUTTNPETNON TNE EMKOIVWVIAG
amé TNV pia mePLoxy otV AAAN. ZTa MOTAIA Kal TOUG XEIUAPPOUG TOu
Apapiouv ocuvavtoUpE oplopéva amd TA TIO XOPOKTNPIOTIKA TETPIVA
YEQUpLa TG Kprtng, Ta omoia xapaktnpiovtal amod molkiAia Hop@wV Kal
KATOOKEVAOTIKWY XAPAKTNPIOTIKWY. Ta yepUupla Tou Apapiou StaBétouv
SOUIKA Kal HOP@PONOYIKA XOPAKTNPIOTIKA TIOU Ta KABIoTOUV €€AIPETIKA
Selypara mapadoolaknG apXITEKTOVIKAG HE 181aitepn TexVIKN agia, Omwg
T0 TPiT0&0 YEPUPL TOL MAATL MoTapoy, To povotofo oto Alyiwtn Motaud,
KOVTA 0TO [METPOXWPL KAl TO UTTEPOXO YEPUPL OTIC S UINEC.
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Nepouvior

Katd prikog Twv peEYGAwvV TOTOUWV KAl XEWAPPWY TNG TEPIOXNG TOU
Apapiov émwg Kat yevika tng Kpritng avamtiooovtav ta moNidtepa xpovia
ot mapadoaotakoi Nepopulol yia tnv dheon Twv oltnpwv. Ot vepouAol auTol
avnKav 0TV Katnyopia Tou “eNAnvIkol” TUTTIOU |IE EOWTEPIKO, IKPO OXETIKA,
0p1{6vTIo LSPOTPOXO (PTEPWTH) Kat cuvSudlovTal Ye ONUAVTIKA UOPAUAIKA
€pya TIOU A@OPOUCAV TNV HETAPOPA Kal OlOXEIpIon Tou vePOU, Omwg
TOUG “VEPAUAAKEC” TIG “OTEPVEC” KAl TOUG “DOATOTUPYOUC” TTOU KATEANyaV
ota “Coupyld” émou BPIOKOTAV O UNXAVIOHOG Kivnong. Mop@oloyikd Kat
KOTAOKEVOOTIKA Ol VEPOUUAOL TOU €NANVIKOU TUTIOU QmMOTEAOUV arAr
TAQTUMETWITN KATOOKEUN) 0pBoYWVIKAES KAToYNng, TUTOAOYIKA amiovoTatn
E eviaio Xwpo epyaciag, SIapoVAG Kal O OPIOUEVESG TIEPUTTWOELG UE UIKPH
amoBrikn Ue matdpt yia UTvo.

n the rich hydrographic system of the municipality of Amari numerous streams are

included, particularly in mountain and middle-mountain areas which contribute

to the lowlands of the two main valleys of the municipality Amari and create
centrally and southerly the big rivers of Platis whereas northly the ones of Potamon
Dam. The continuous habitation in the wider area of Amari valley and in the region
of the Potamon Dam, was based on the existence of these sources since the ancient
times.

The water element still has a primary role in the life of the region. The waters of both
the Platis river and the valley of the Potamon Dam were used overtime to irrigate the
riverside areas and make those Amari regions extremely fertile and productive.

@ Over the past few decades,the waters of the streams and the rivers of the region are

concentrated in large rainwater reservoirs (Vizari) and dams (Potamon Dam Lake). The
largest amount of water is used in the irrigation of olives while the gardens’ cultivation
for domestic consumption was generally reduced whereas the previous years was
growing on the banks due to the significant social changes that took place in Amari
and in the Cretan countryside.

Platys River

Platys River is considered one of the most important Cretan
rivers and one of the most important ecosystems of the area
of the Municipality of Kourites. Platys River collects the stream
water of southwest Psiloritis and after having traversing a long
distance into the Amari valleys and Asomathianos Kampos,
yet empties into the Libyan Sea and more specifically into Agia
Galini. A lot of migratory birds such as herons are attracted to
the mouth of theriver. There is an intense riparian vegetatation
around the river that includes growths of plane trees, willows,
oleander, myrtles, reeds, and typical Mediterranean maquis,
while a lot of Cretan flora’s species are observed on its bank
such as the Cretan Frog, tree frog, aquatic turtle, water snake
etc. Platys River was the wealth that helped the villages of the
area to flourish in the past (water flows almost the whole year).
Today its water supply the artificial lake of village Vyzari that is
used for the irrigation needs of the area.

Potamon dam lake

After the completion of the Potamon Dam lake, the conditions
for even greater attraction and presence of birds in the
municipality of Amari area were created.

The dam is in a great location, in a green valley and was
constructed to meet the increasing water needs for irrigation
of the wider area of Rethymnon.

The dam was built in recent years in a position north of
the village and of the Gorge Patsos that had as a result the
active transformation of the landscape since the small closed
valley of Potamon now hosts a lake which is already working
as an artificial wetland of great interest because it forms a
new attraction area of recreational and tourism activities.
Biologically speaking, it already seems to host a significant
population of migratory birds, not to mention the important
presence of endangered species such as the Ferruginous
Duck. Its reservoir contains a significant amount of water.

Artificial lake Vyzari

The artificial lake in the area of Vyzari village is an important
ecological place to maintain and restrain the avifauna in the
valley.

The construction of the dam of Platis Potamos is planned in
the area where the artificial lake is located today, and thus,
the conditions will be created for even greater attraction
and presence of avifauna in the area. The construction of the
dam of Platis Potamos will enrich with its waters the Dam of
Faneromeni in Messara plain, and an important ecological
niche will be set up in the region.

Traditional bridges

The area of the municipality of Amari possess a dense
hydrological network and a rich terrain that contributed to the
need of building a large number of traditional stone bridges
to facilitate communication from one area to another.

The most characteristic stone bridges of Crete are located in the streams
and rivers of Amari, which are characterized by a variety of shapes and
structural features.

The bridges of Amari have such structural and morphological characteristics
that make them an excellent example of traditional architecture with
particular technical value.

Watermills

In previous times, the traditional watermills for milling of cereals were
developped along the large rivers and streams of the region of Amari and
generally of the whole Crete.

Watermills of Amari belong to the category of “Greek” type with an interior,
relatively small, horizontal waterwheel (impeller) and are combined with
significant water projects involving the transportation and the water
management, like the “neravlakes’, the “cisterns” and the “water towers”
that ended in “zourgia” where the movement mechanisation was located.

Morphologically and structurally a typical watermill of
Amari, that most of them are in ruins, is a simple and
rectangular construction with broad fronts, with a
single-room for both work and accommodation nE
that sometimes included a small store with a loft QE\‘Y“}/ g
for sleeping. s,
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